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ADDRESS 


Brother  Norris  S.  Barratt,  representative  of  Lodge  No.  2, 
F.  and  A.  M.,  addressing  R.  W.  G.  M.  Bro.  J.  Henry  Williams, 
said : 

B.  W.  Grand  Master:  I  have  a  most  pleasant  duty  to  per¬ 
form.  I  have  been  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Library  and 
Museum  to  advise  you,  Sir,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  of  a  most 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  Museum,  a  donation  from  our  most 
generous  chairman,  Brother  John  Wanamaker,  whose  keen 
interest  in  all  that  relates  to  Freemasonry  and  its  history  re¬ 
mains  unabated,  notwithstanding  his  many  interests.  It  is  a 
solid  gold  plaque  of  unique  design  in  the  form  of  an  invitation 
to  our  late  brother  President  William  McKinley.  It  has  a 
most  interesting  history,  which  I  will  briefly  relate  to  you. 

Before  doing  so,  however,  I  would  like  to  state  an  incident 
relating  to  it,  showing  the  alertness  of  Brother  Wanamaker 
in  such  matters.  Noticing  in  the  newspapers  that  this  plaque 
was  in  the  window  of  a  pawn  office  in  New  York  City,  I  had 
inquiry  made  if  an  offer  of  $800  for  it  would  be  considered, 
and  was  told  no.  Then  almost  immediately  afterwards  it  was 
sold,  and  I  casually  reported  my  failure  to  Mr.  Wanamaker, 
attributing  it  to  the  desire  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California 
perhaps,  or  some  collector,  to  possess  such  a  valuable  Masonic 
relic  of  our  martyred  President,  and  was  surprised  to  learn 
he  himself  had  acquired  it.  Among  the  epoch  makers  of  the 
nineteenth  century  our  brother  President  William  McKinley 
deserves  a  place.  He  was  born  January  29,  1843,  became  a 
leading  champion  of  the  doctrine  of  industrial  protection  at 
an  early  period  of  his  Congressional  career.  In  1883  our  dis- 
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tinguished  son  of  Pennsylvania,  the  late  Judge  William  D. 
Kelley,  himself  the  leader  of  protection  to  American  labor  and 
manufacturers,  as  well  as  the  father  of  the  Plouse  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  at  that  period,  said  of  him, 
‘  ‘  He  has  distanced  all  his  colleagues  in  mastering  the  details 
of  the  tariff.”  The  tariff  act  of  1890  came  to  be  popularly 
known  as  the  McKinley  bill. 

Elected  President  of  the  United  States  in  1896,  his  adminis¬ 
tration  was  signalized  by  that  humanitarian  interference  in 
behalf  of  struggling  Cuban  patriots,  which  culminated  in  the 
Spanish-American  war,  and  the  unprecedented  triumph  of 
modern  times.  It  had  the  added  distinction  of  rounding  out 
the  nineteenth  and  introducing  the  twentieth  century.  These 
facts  are  well  known  and  stated  in  all  our  histories. 

On  April  28, 1901,  our  Brother  President  William  McKinley 
left  Washington  for  a  seven  weeks’  trip  in  the  West — May  3 
he  passed  through  Texas,  fifth  he  met  President  Diaz  of 
Mexico  at  El  Paso,  and  they  exchanged  greetings.  The  sixth 
spoke  at  El  Paso;  seventh,  at  Denver,  Colorado;  ninth,  recep¬ 
tion  and  parade  at  Los  Angeles;  twelfth,  arrived  quietly  at 
San  Francisco,  two  days  ahead  of  schedule  time,  and  on 
account  of  the  illness  of  Mrs.  McKinley  cancelled  engagements 
on  fifteenth,  sixteenth  and  twentieth.  On  twenty-first, 
addressed  school  and  arranged  to  start  home  the  next  day. 
May  22,  guest  of  the  Masonic  Knights  Templar  at  Mechanics 
Pavilion.  He  was  met  by  fourteen  hundred  knights  from  San 
Francisco  and  other  cities  in  full  uniform,  and  escorted  to 
the  building  where  twelve  thousand  people  had  assembled. 

The  minutes  show,  as  stated  in  Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge 
of  California,  that  “  At  a  regular  assembly  of  California  Com- 
mandery  No.  1  Knights  Templar  held  in  its  asylum,  Masonic 
Temple,  San  Francisco,  California,  January  11,  1901,  with 
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the  Captain  General  Sir  Henry  B.  Ream  presiding  as  Com¬ 
mander,  it  was  resolved  to  tender  to  Sir  William  McKinley, 
a  member  of  Canton  Commandery,  Department  of  Ohio,  now 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  Templar  reception  in  the 
event  of  his  visiting  San  Francisco  as  contemplated. 

“  Eminent  Sir  Reuben  P.  Hurlburt  moved  that  an  invitation 
be  extended  the  President  to  become  the  guest  of  the  Com¬ 
mandery,  and  that  the  invitation  be  suitably  worded  and 
engraved  upon  a  gold  card,  which  was  passed  unanimously, 
and  Sir  Omar  J.  Humphrey  subsequently  proceeded  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  and  presented  the  gold  card  personally  to 
President  McKinley,  who  graciously  accepted  the  invitation.  ’  ’ 

All  the  records  of  California  Commandery,  including  the 
autograph  letter  from  Brother  McKinley  accepting  the  invi¬ 
tation,  were  lost  in  the  fire  and  earthquake  which  occurred 
in  San  Francisco  in  April,  1906.  So  the  following  letter  from 
Brother  Humphrey,  dated  June  10,  1913,  from  Seattle,  Wash¬ 
ington,  describing  what  occurred  is  most  interesting.  He  says  : 

“  The  invitation  was  presented  to  President  McKinley  in 
the  Library  of  the  White  House  in  December,  1900.  I  was 
presented  to  the  President  by  Senator  Geo.  C.  Perkins  of 
California,  and  after  reading  the  invitation  which  I  presented 
the  President  remarked  that  ‘  Californians  always  do  things 
in  a  grand  manner,  sparing  no  expense.’  He  told  me  how 
during  the  Civil  War  a  certain  Masonic  Building  was  located 
near  the  Northern  and  Southern  lines  and  as  the  war  went  on 
at  times  the  Northern  lines  covered  the  Masonic  Building  and 
the  Northern  Masons  would  hold  their  meetings  there,  and  at 
other  times  the  Southern  lines  would  cover  the  building  at 
which  times  the  Southern  Masons  would  hold  their  meetings 
in  the  building,  and  the  building  was  always  protected  by  the 
Northern  and  Southern  soldiers  throughout  the  war. 
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“  it  was  indeed  a  very  pleasant  call  and  the  President  gave 
me  an  autograph  letter  accepting  the  invitation  to  the  recep¬ 
tion  which  was  delivered  by  me  to  the  California  Commandery 
upon  my  return  to  San  Francisco. 

“  The  reception  was  held  at  the  Mechanics  Building,  San 
Francisco,  May  22nd,  1901,  fifteen  thousand  invitations  having 
been  presented  to  Masons  and  their  friends.  The  interior  of 
the  building  was  especially  prepared  and  beautifully  deco¬ 
rated  for  the  occasion.  At  the  extreme  end  of  the  building 
a  platform  was  erected  with  seating  capacity  for  several  hun¬ 
dred  Knights  Templar.  The  President  was  escorted  from  the 
home  of  Henry  T.  Scott,  where  he  was  stopping,  to  the 
pavilion  by  a  detachment  of  Sir  Knights  from  the  California 
Commandery,  with  drawn  swords,  and  mounted  on  black  horses 
forming  a  hollow  square.  Upon  arrival  at  the  pavilion  an 
arch  of  steel  was  formed  by  the  Sir  Knights  of  California  and 
Golden  Gate  Commandery  from  the  President’s  carriage  to 
the  platform  in  the  pavilion.  The  President  taking  the  arm 
of  Sir  Knight  W.  H.  L.  Barnes  was  escorted  to  the  platform 
and  surrounded  by  Sir  Knights  with  drawn  swords.  After 
the  President  was  seated  the  Spirit  of  ’76,  the  old  man  with 
two  sons,  in  costume,  playing  the  fife  and  drum  came  march¬ 
ing  in  followed  by  the  California  Commandery  Drill  Corps 
marching  to  the  floor  space  reserved  for  the  Drill  Corps 
manouvers  which  was  immediately  in  front  of  the  grand-stand. 

“  A  short  exhibition  drill  was  given  and  the  Drill  Corps 
then  formed  two  complete  circles.  The  inner  circle  was  com¬ 
posed  of  a  double  quartet,  of  Sir  Knights,  which  chanted  the 
Lord’s  Prayer.  Sir  Knight  W.  H.  L.  Barnes  then  presented 
President  McKinley  with  a  silk  flag  of  the  United  States 
attached  to  a  sandalwood  staff,  which  was  accepted  by  the 
President.  An  arch  of  steel  was  again  formed  and  the  Presi- 


6 


presentation  Httoress. 


dent  was  escorted  to  his  carriage  and  a  mounted  guard  of  Sir 
Knights  acted  as  an  escort  back  to  the  Scott  residence.” 

Upon  his  introduction  to  the  twelve  thousand  Californians 
there  to  greet  him,  Brother  McKinley  said : 

4  ‘  Mr.  Chairman,  Sir  Knights,  Brethren,  Ladies  and  Gentle¬ 
men.  I  thank  you  for  this  fraternal  welcome.  I  had  no  con¬ 
ception  that  I  was  to  be  treated  to  such  a  scene  as  is  presented 
here  to-day,  and  I  want  to  thank  my  brother  Masons  and  their 
families  and  friends  for  this  more  than  gracious  greeting, 
which  is  quite  unique,  differing  from  any  of  our  receptions  in 
the  long  journey  which  we  have  made  from  the  capital  city  of 
the  Nation  to  this  city  by  the  sea.  We  have  every  variety  of 
association  in  the  United  States.  In  this  land  of  liberty  we 
enjoy  the  freedom  of  association  together  for  worthy  and  noble 
purpose.  We  have  our  fraternal  societies,  we  have  our  church 
associations,  and  we  all  belong  to  a  brotherhood  to  which  we 
are  strongly  attached,  which  commands  our  love  and  devotion 
— the  brotherhood  of  American  citizenship  under  a  common 
Constitution  engaged  in  securing  the  highest  rewards  for  a 
free  people  by  pursuing  the  paths  of  duty  and  honor.  A 
brotherhood  that  represents  the  highest  hopes  not  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  alone,  but  we  believe  the  best 
hopes  of  humanity.  A  brotherhood  that  is  devoted  to  liberty, 
to  civilization,  to  union.  A  brotherhood  that  can  never  be 
broken.  It  stood  a  great  trial  thirty-nine  years  ago.  It  was 
tried  in  the  awful  crucible  of  war,  and  the  fraternity  dedicated 
to  freedom  gloriously  triumphed.  So  now  it  is  closer,  dearer, 
more  sacred  than  it  has  ever  been  before  in  all  our  history. 
It  is  a  brotherhood  devoted  to  human  rights,  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  best  that  is  in  man.  American  liberty  does 
not  change  its  quality,  and  American  freemen  do  not  change 
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their  character.  Wherever  they  go,  or  wherever  they  may 
reside,  on  the  sea  or  on  the  land. 

“It  is  that  quality  and  character  that  scatters  its  benefits 
wherever  it  goes.  Liberty,  freedom  of  conscience,  equality 
and  opportunity  are  its  passwords.  What  a  noble  conception 
it  was  of  the  fathers.  The  founding  of  this  government  not 
upon  the  will  and  judgment  of  the  few,  but  upon  the  will, 
judgment  and  conscience  of  the  many.  A  government  in 
which  all  the  people  of  every  state  participate  in  a  citizenship 
that  is  equal  everywhere,  equal  citizenship  in  equal  states  in  a 
union  that  has  never  been  equalled.  And  whether  American 
manhood  and  American  liberty  go  to  Cuba,  or  to  Porto  Eico, 
or  to  Hawaii,  or  to  the  Philippines,  it  raises  the  same  stand¬ 
ard,  proclaims  the  same  principles,  that  for  a  century  and  a 
quarter  this  self  governing  people  have  enjoyed.  And 
this  government,  my  fellow  citizens,  this  government  of  the 
people  and  by  the  people,  that  is  committed  to  the  safe  and 
sacred  keeping  of  the  men  of  this  generation  and  the  women 
of  this  generation.  And  good  Masons  make  good  citizens,  and 
good  citizens  everywhere,  Masons  or  no  Masons,  will  forever 
preserve  this  jewel  of  liberty  in  the  family  of  nations.  I 
thank  you  more  than  I  can  tell  you  for  this  warm  welcome. 
I  shall  carry  away  with  me  the  incidents  of  this  memorable 
reception  and  the  sympathy  which  you  have  been  kind  enough 
to  show  me  here  to-day.  ’  ’ 

W.  H.  L.  Barnes,  Chairman,  subsequently  reported  “  The 
committee  believe  that  no  Masonic  occasion  has  ever  occurred 
in  this  city  which  has  more  contributed  to  the  honor  of  our 
fraternity  and  are  sure  that  it  will  long  live  not  only  in  the 
recollection  of  the  Masonic  bodies  which  participated  in  and 
witnessed  the  exercises,  but  in  the  memories  of  such  of  our 
fellow  citizens  as  were  fortunate  enough  to  behold  it.” 
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President  McKinley  started  upon  his  return  trip  and  arrived 
in  Washington  May  30,  1901.  About  three  months  after¬ 
wards,  September  6,  1901,  he  was  foully  assassinated,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  September  14,  1901.  He  was 
entered,  passed  and  raised  in  Hiram  Lodge  No.  21,  Winchester, 
Virginia,  May  1-3,  1865.  Since  December,  1884,  a  companion 
and  Sir  Knight  of  Canton  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  No.  84  and  Can¬ 
ton  Commandery  Knight  Templar  No.  38  of  Canton,  Ohio. 

A  faithful  soldier  of  the  Civil  War,  an  honest  lawyer  in 
private  life  and  enlightened  statesman  in  Congress,  an  able 
Governor  of  his  State,  beloved  President  of  the  United  States, 
a  martyr  to  his  country.  He  lived  the  life  of  a  good  citizen 
and  Mason,  was  a  devoted  husband,  exemplified  the  graces 
and  virtues  of  the  pure  principles  of  our  fraternity  and  of 
Christian  knighthood,  died  as  a  Christian  and  is  mourned 
sincerely  by  his  Masonic  brethren  and  all  lovers  of  govern¬ 
ment  by  law.  Dying  he  could  say  “  It  is  God’s  way,  His  will 
and  not  ours  be  done.” 

This  was  the  tribute  of  his  Masonic  brethren,  and  I  know 
this  Grand  Lodge  cannot  help  but  reverently  say  ‘  ‘  so  mote  it 
be,”  as  well  as  deeply  appreciate  this  gold  invitation  to 
Brother  McKinley,  our  martyred  President,  the  only  one  in 
existence,  sacred  to  us  because  it  belonged  to  him,  which  when 
deposited  in  our  Museum  will  tell  in  the  original,  this  story  of 
our  Brother  McKinley. 

Most  interesting  to  us,  but  increasingly  so  to  those  who  will 
come  after  us.  Our  Grand  Lodge  is  particularly  proud  of  the 
possession  of  Brother  Washington’s  apron  presented  by 
Brother  Lafayette,  which  is  viewed  yearly  with  profound 
interest  by  thousands  of  our  brethren  and  visitors  from  a  dis¬ 
tance.  And  this  personal  possession  of  Brother  McKinley  and 
the  occasion  it  represents  Masonicully  cannot  fail  but  be  of 
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great  interest  to  the  brethren.  Think  if  the  original  Masonic 
articles  belonging  to  and  connected  with  onr  brothers  Andrew 
Jackson,  James  Monroe,  James  K.  Polk,  John  Tyler,  Zachary 
Taylor,  Millard  Fillmore,  Franklin  Pierce,  James  Buchanan, 
Andrew  Johnson,  James  A.  Garfield,  Theodore  Roosevelt  and 
William  H.  Taft,  all  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  and  gone 
to  that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler 
returns,  except  Brother  Roosevelt  and  Brother  Taft,  who  we 
hope  will  be  long  with  us,  if  they  had  been  rescued  and  pre¬ 
served  for  us  by  our  ancient  brethren,  as  they  would  have 
done  if  they  had  realized  their  great  historic  importance  and 
interest  to  us  to-day,  as  brother  Wanamaker  has  done  in  this 
instance,  and  you  will  perceive  his  donation  is  most  valuable 
intrinsically  and  historically  and  a  great  acquisition  to  the 
Museum.  Our  aim  is  to  make  our  Museum  a  Masonic  store¬ 
house  of  information  and  the  resort  of  the  brethren  and 
Masonic  scholars. 

Any  library  can  purchase  books  of  history,  but  our  special 
desire  is  to  find  and  preserve  Masonic  raw  material  and  orig¬ 
inal  articles  relating  to  it  of  all  kind,  from  which  these 
histories  must  be  made  and  written  in  the  future.  We  hope 
this  will  impress  you  with  the  great  importance  of  your  Mu¬ 
seum  and  its  great  field  for  future  usefulness.  So  you  will 
understand  the  feelings  of  joy  of  your  committee  when  we 
received  the  following  letter : 

‘ 4  Philadlphia,  May  12,  1913. 

To  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Brethren:  I  have  the  pleasure  and  privilege  of  presenting 
to  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  the  invitation  of  California  Command- 
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ery  No.  1  Knights  Templar  to  Brother  Sir  William  McKin¬ 
ley,  President  of  the  United  States,  to  attend  a  stated  assembly 
at  San  Francisco  May  17,  1901.  This  invitation  is  engraved 
upon  a  gold  plate  beautifully  enameled  with  decoration  of  a 
valuable  diamond.  After  the  death  of  our  Brother  President 
McKinley  the  historic  souvenir  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
family  and  was  placed  at  public  sale.  Bather  than  to  have 
it  bought  by  parties  outside  of  the  Masonic  circle  I  purchased 
it  for  myself,  but  prefer  to  see  it  in  your  Museum,  if  you  will 
do  me  the  honor  to  accept  it.  With  great  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  Yours  fraternally,  John  Wanamaker.  ” 

When  one  stops  to  contemplate  how  the  first  act  of  an 
Englishman  abroad  amid  the  older  civilization  of  the  world 
is  to  secure  some  part  of  it  for  the  British  Museum,  that  it 
is  now  the  finest  in  Europe  and  represents  all  ages,  all  coun¬ 
tries,  all  peoples  and  their  beginnings,  and  is  known  to  be  an 
inexhaustible  mine  of  information  for  scholars,  we  can  under¬ 
stand  and  appreciate  why  this  is  so.  It  was  thus  England 
obtained  the  Semetic  antiquities,  as  well  a‘s  those  from  Phoe¬ 
nicia,  Palestine,  Carthage,  Cypress,  Babylonia  and  Assyria, 
the  famous  Elgin  marbles  from  the  Parthenon  at  Athens  and 
the  Rosetta  stone,  all  of  which  are  interesting  to  us  as  Free¬ 
masons.  This  teaches  us  how  important  it  is,  when  we  see 
anything  Masonic  or  relating  to  Masonic  history,  to  secure  it 
at  once  for  our  Museum.  Be  like  the  Englishman — “  Don’t 
wait ;  do  it  now.  ’  ’ 

In  our  Museum,  the  finest  and  most  complete  Masonic  Mu¬ 
seum  in  America  and  second  to  none  in  the  world,  we  have  a 
Sephar  Torah,  a  parchment  manuscript  copy,  at  least  three 
hundred  years  old,  of  the  ancient  Scroll  of  the  Law,  of  the 
Pentateuch,  of  the  first  five  Books  of  the  Bible,  on  which 
considerable  Masonic  lore  is  based.  The  original  is  spoken  of 
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in  the  Bible,  Chapter  31,  Deuteronomy,  24-26  verses,  when  by 
command  of  the  Almighty  it  was  written  by  Moses  and  placed 
in  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  subsequently  it  was  lost  and  as 
we  are  told  in  22  Chapter  II  Kings,  8th  verse,  “And  Hilkiah 
the  high  priest  said  unto  Shaphan  the  scribe,  I  have  found  the 
book  of  the  law  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Hilkiah  gave 
the  book  to  Shaphan,  and  he  read  it.  ’  ’  Also  the  Washington 
Masonic  portrait,  and  Friendship  Lodge  No.  400  of  Jenkin- 
town,  Montgomery  County,  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he  is 
Past  Master,  has  a  new  temple,  lately  dedicated  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  all  donated  to  the  fraternity  by  Brother  Wanamaker. 
And  to-night,  Right  Worshipful  Sir,  he  adds  to  his  other 
gifts,  this  gold  plate  or  placque,  which  tells  the  Masonic  story 
of  Brother  McKinley,  which  I  am  privileged  to  hand  to  you 
for  the  Museum,  with  his  fraternal  love  and  regard.  Cato 
tells  us  “  the  best  way  to  keep  good  acts  in  memory  is  to  re¬ 
fresh  them  with  new.”  This  Brother  Wanamaker  has  done 
and  is  doing,  but  so  quietly  and  unostentatiously  does  he  do 
his  good  works,  especially  to  his  brethren  in  Freemasonry,  that 
most  of  us  know  nothing  of  them. 

Brother  Barratt,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  asked 
the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  to  accept  this  gift  on 
behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  in  reply  stated  that  it  was  a  great  pleas¬ 
ure  to  accept  this  gift  from  Brother  Wanamaker,  not  only 
from  its  intrinsic  value,  the  respect  we  have  for  the  donor,  but 
also  because  there  was  a  close  connection  in  the  York  Rite  in 
former  days  between  the  Symbolic  Lodges  and  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood. 

He  stated  there  was  in  existence  a  diploma,  certifying  that 
the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  had  been  conferred  upon 
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Henry  Beaumont  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  warrant  of  St.  Andrew,  Lodge  No.  1,  which 
was  originally  located  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  when  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  Florida  had  become  a  Spanish 
province,  the  Lodge  was  removed  to  Charleston,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  in  July,  1783,  applied  to  and  subsequently  received 
a  warrant  from  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  became  No.  40  on  its  registry. 

The  Grand  Master  in  accepting  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  requested  Brother  Barratt  to  convey  the  sincere 
thanks  of  the  Fraternity  to  Brother  John  Wanamaker  for  his 
valuable  gift. 
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